
Dear Readers, 

Wow! What an eventful year we have had at Space, Technology, 

and Arts Academy! I want to first begin by thanking our dedicated 

staff for giving a great effort toward providing our students with a 

quality educational experience. Iõd also like to thank our PTO, 

School Accountability Council, and parents for their continued 

support of STAR. Without everyone working together things donõt 

get done. 

 

STAR is an ever improving school. Since July 2009, STAR will 

have more than doubled its enrollment! Our third grade students 

made super-significant growth in CSAP Reading growing by close 

to 20% in the percentage of students scoring Proficient or 

Advanced. With these results we eagerly await the remaining 

scores from CSAP for grades 3-8. We also have seen very 

significant growth in all grades of students reaching and 

surpassing proficiency. 

 

STAR Academy had a wonderful Kindergarten Graduation and in 

a milestone event, STAR Academy promoted its very first class of 

8th grade students to high school! 

 

Fun, fun, fun, was a-plenty at the annual Field Day! We had great 

crowds and participation from all. Our annual STAR Academy Art 

Show was a smashing success! In a standing room only event, 

they was entertainment- dancing, singing, magic; and hundreds 

of pieces of student and staff artwork on display. 

I cannot mention all of the highlights for the year, but I know that 

there are many more to come next year, and I look forward to the 

experience. 

 

Have a nice summer. 

Joe Torrez, CAO  

STAR is going ògreeneró! A limited 

number of print copies will be in the 

office or by request. Please find our 

newsletters on -line at:  

www.staracademycolorado.org  
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The Star Academy Board would like to get help from parents 

to help with different tasks such as sending e - mails, typing 

papers, looking up information and other tasks.  Most tasks 

are short and take short periods of time and can be done 

from at home. Please give your name and phone number to the 

school office.  Thank you.  

Staff of the Month 

May 2011 

Perla Castro and  

Melissa Blair, office 

Kari Tooke, Second Grade 

Matt Borchers, Counselor 

Bradley Haas, Fourth Grade 



 

Counseling 

Corner ñ

Matt 

Borchers  
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Counselor Corner/ Summer Break Edition  Contributed By: Matt Borchers 

Create a Routine for Your Kids During the Summer - Break Those Long, Hot 

Days Into Short, Enjoyable Activities  

Do you feel like your kids just want to watch TV and eat junk food all day during the 

summer? Here are some tips for how you can create a summer routine that works for 

each of you: 

1. Schedule Your Kids' Snacks 

Of course meals are eaten around a basic schedule, but what about snacks? Personally, 

I feel like a short-order cook when my kids ask me for snack after snack throughout 

the day. One way around that issue is to establish two different "Snack Times" in your 

home. At our house, snacks are served at 10:00 am and 3:00 pm. This way, I don't find 

myself going back into the kitchen six to seven times (before lunch!) to fill another 

request. My kids know, too, that they can have apples or carrots any time of the day - 

and they can get them themselves! 

 

2. Set a Time for Reading Every Day 

This is something that you can do whether your kids spend their days with you or an-

other caregiver. After lunch is a great time to schedule a regular, daily, reading siesta. 

If your kids are young, read a story out loud to them at this time. Older children can 

use this time to read on their own. If you can, try to model the importance of reading 

by picking up a book for yourself at the same time. 

 

3. Set a Time For Learning 

If your kids received home learning packets from their school, or if you've picked out 

a particular workbook you'd like them to complete, set a regular block of time aside 

each day when they can work toward completing this project. In addition, plan to ex-

plore various topics your kids have shown an interest in. Summer is a great time to tap 

into their natural curiosity! 

 

4. Limit Your Kids' Screen Time 

The American Academy of Pediatrics recommends that children ages two and older 

watch no more than two hours of total screen time per day. In order to meet those 

guidelines, most families have to make a concentrated effort to turn off the TV and 

limit computer and video games. Talk with your kids about the amount of time that 

you think is reasonable, and be firm about maintaining those limits. 

 

5. Schedule Some Regular, Fun Activities 

Sit down with your kids and make a list of all the places you'd like to go this summer 

and the things you'd like to do. Then make an effort to systematically go through the 

list, choosing one or two activities per week. In addition, consider signing up for our 

Ten Weeks of Fun Summer Activities E-course to receive a new idea in your E-mail 

each week, along with corresponding children's books, crafts, and recipes. 

 
By Jennifer Wolf , About.com Guide   http://singleparents.about.com/od/

homelife/tp/summer_day_routines.htm 

 

http://singleparents.about.com/b/a/000214.htm
http://childparenting.about.com/od/learningenrichment/ss/homelearning.htm
http://singleparents.about.com/od/parenting/ss/limitscreentime.htm
http://singleparents.about.com/c/ec/16.htm
http://singleparents.about.com/c/ec/16.htm
http://singleparents.about.com/bio/Jennifer-Wolf-19836.htm
http://singleparents.about.com/od/homelife/tp/summer_day_routines.htm
http://singleparents.about.com/od/homelife/tp/summer_day_routines.htm


The School Accountability Council will meet on 

the third Wednesday of the month at 5:15 pm. 

The Council consists of staff members and par-

ents who will make recommendations to the 

Board of Directors and provide oversight on 

school accountability. The Council also needs a 

member of the community who is not connected 

to the school to serve as an impartial participant. 

Who do you know who could serve in 

this role? 

Parent Teacher Organization  

School Accountability Council  

Without YOU, there canôt be a 
successful PTO! 
 

PTO Meets every second Thurs-

day at the Airport Campus at 

5:30pm 

Contact them at 

star.pto@gmail.com 

 You can also find them on Fa-

cebook at http://

www.facebook.com/pages/

STAR-Academy-

PTO/140778529315963  

 

President: :Beckie Monuz 

Treasurer/Secretary: Jennifer 

For Your 

Information  
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Main Campus (K-3) 
7:15 am 

7:30 am 

7:45 am 

3:15 pm 

 
Open for Breakfastééééé.. 

Classrooms Openéééééé. 

Class Beginséééééééé... 

Dismissaléééééééééé.. 

Adams Campus (4-8) 
7:30 am 

7:45 am 

8:00 am 

3:30 pm 

At Parents Challenge we want to give parents the 
power to change the course of their familyôs history. 
We help break the cycle of poverty by giving stu-
dents the extra help they need for success while 
training parents to engage as change agents for 
their children. We believe through structured men-
toring and guidance of parents and students, and 
the help of resources directed at the problem, we 
can reach new levels of success with our students 
and their families. 
 
Parents Challenge accomplishes this mission 
through providing scholarships ,grants and educa-
tional tools and resources  to families who qualify 
by income. 
 
The resources we provide can help in the areas of: 

A Computer in the home   

Uniform reimbursement and purchase 
Transportation  assistance 
Curricula purchase 
Computer programs 
Extracurricular Activities 
Advocacy éééé.just to name a few. 

 
Parents please call 719-473-5430 and see if we 
can help. Every child deserves a chance to reach 
their highest potential. Remember they are our 
future!!! 
 
Sincerely, 
Mrs.  Lisa 
 
Lisa Villanueva 
Executive Director / CEO 
www.parentschallenge.org 

Parents Challenge Information  

Daily Schedule  

http://www.parentschallenge.org/


STAR Academy prepares 

students for success in a 

global culture through 

rigorous core academics, arts 

and technology.  

STAR ACADEMY 

Main Campus (K - 3)  

2520 Airport Rd.  

719 - 638 - 6554  

 

Adams Campus (4 - 8)  

2101 Manitoba Dr.  

719 - 328 - 2510  

 

See us on the web:  

www.staracademy  

colorado.org  

Events  
Track & Field Day  

  

Monday, June 6th 

K-3rd- 9-12pm 

4th-8th- 1-3pm 
  

Where: Adams Park (behind Adams Campus) 

* K -3rd grade students should be dropped 

off at the Adams Campus at 8:45am. Teach-

ers will be in the gym untill 9:00am. Students 

and teachres will walk to Airport Campus 

after lunch 

  

Theme: Solar System 

-Kinder: Shooting Stars (Tie-Dye shirts) 

- 1st: Super Nova's (Orange shirts) 

-2nd: Mars (Red shirts) 

-3rd: Saturn (Purplr shirts) 

-4th: Jupiter (Green shirts) 

-5th: Comets (White shirts) 

-6th: Pluto (Blue shirts) 

-7th: UFO's (Silver/Grey shirts) 

-8th: Milky Way (Black shirts) 

  

Concessions: Candy Bars, Snow Cones, Bot-

tled Water, etc. $1 Each 

  

ALL VOLUNTEERS are welcome! 

If you would like to help please let the front 

office know or contact: 

Miss Tiffany Hemingway,  

themingway@staracademycolorado.org  

Mrs. Perla Castro,  

pcastro@staracademycolorado.org  

  

  

Choir Concert  

  

Tuesday, June 7th, 2011 

5:00pm @ Airport Campus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

8th Grade Promotion  

 

Wednesday, June 8th, 2011 

9:00am (Adams Campus 
  

Students will be dismissed after ceremony 

  

Dress Details:  

Dress casual formal  

 Boys: Dress Shirt, no tie required but en-

couraged 

 Girls: Slacks or dresses, May not wear strap-

less shirts/dresses 

 Hair- No outlandish hair color 

 Piercings- Students are allowed a maximum 

of one earring per ear. No other piercing 

jewelry will be allowed as outlined in the 

student handbook (page 13) 

   

Items not covered above, but considered 

inappropriate, or unsafe are subject to re-

view by the CAO and will not be able to par-

ticipate in the ceremony. 

  

  

Kindergarten Gradu-

ation  
  

Thursday, June 9th, 2011 

 9:00am (Airport Campus) 
  

Students will be dismissed after ceremony 

  

Skate City Pizza Par-

ty  
  

Thursday, June 9th, 2011 

11:00-2:00pm (Bus will pick up 

students at 10:30) 

 
$5- (Regular Skates included) 

1 FREE Slice of Pizza for each paid skater! 

at Skate City on Academy (1920 N. Academy 

Blvd, 597-6066) 

  

Parents of Kindergartners may take and 

accompany their child to Skate City after 

their Graduation Ceremony. 

  

Permission Slips will be going out next 

Wednesday 



 

STAR Academy 2011-2012 School Calendar 

                                         

    First & Last Day of School   New Teachers Report   

    School Closed   All Teachers     

    Teacher Work Day/PD   End of Quarter     

    Parent/Teacher Conferences                 

    Elem/Middle Early Release/ PM Workday                 

    Elem/Middle Testing Dates (by Appt.)                 

                      

July   August   September   Key Dates Event 

S M T W T F S   S M T W T F S   S M T W T F S   July 

          1 2     1 2 3 4 5 6           1 2 3       

3 4 5 6 7 8 9   7 8 9 10 11 12 13   4 5 6 7 8 9    18th New Teachers Report 

1 11 12 13 14 15 16   14 15 16 17 18 19 20   11 12 13 14 15 16 17   25th Returning Teachers Report 

1 18 19 20 21 22 23   21 22 23 24 25 26 27   18 19 20 21 22 23 24   August 

2 25 26 27 28 29 30   28 29 30 31         25 26 27 28 29 30     

8-9th Elementary/Middle School Testing Days 
3             

                                                10th First Day of School 

                                              September 

                                                3rd Elem/Middle Early Release/ PM Workday 

October   November   December   5TH Labor Day- NO SCHOOL 

S M T W T F S   S M T W T F S   S M T W T F S   23rd Teacher Work Day- NO SCHOOL 

            1       1 2 3 4 5           1 2 3   October 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8   6 7 8 9 10 11 12   4 5 6 7 8 9 10   7th End of Q1 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15   13 14 15 16 17 18 19   11 12 13 14 15 16 17   19th Early Release/PM Teacherôs Workday 

1 17 18 19 20 21 22   20 21 22 23 24 25 26   18 19 20 21 22 23 24   20-21st Parent/Teacher Conf.-12:00 pm dismissal 

2 24 25 26 27 28 29   27 28 29 30         25 26 27 28 29 30 31   November 

3 31                                             23rd-25th Thanksgiving Break- No School 

                                             December 

                                                16th Last day of Q2 early release 

January   February   March   19th-30th Winter Break- NO School 

S M T W T F S   S M T W T F S   S M T W T F S   January 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7         1 2 3 4           1 2 3   2nd New Years Day Observed- NO SCHOOL 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14   5 6 7 8 9 10 11   4 5 6 7 8 9 1   3rd Teacher Work Day- NO SCHOOL 

1
5 
16 17 18 19 20 21   12 13 14 15 16 17 18   11 12 13 14 15 16 1

7 
  16th Martin Luther King Jr. Day- NO SCHOOL 

2
2 
23 24 25 26 27 28   19 20 21 22 23 24 25   18 19 20 21 22 23 2

4 
  February 

2
9 
30 31           26 27 28 29         25 26 27 28 29 30 3

1 
  17th Teacher Work Day- NO SCHOOL 

                                                20th Presidents Day ï NO SCHOOL 

                                             March 

                                                16th Last day Q3 

                                                21st Elem/Middle Early Release/ PM Workday 

April   May   June   22-23rd Parent/Teacher Conferences 

S M T W T F S   S M T W T F S   S M T W T F S   26th ï 30th Spring Break ï NO SCHOOL 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7       1 2 3 4 5             1 2   April 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14   6 7 8 9 10 11 12   3 4 5 6 7 8 9   20th Teacherôs Work  Day ï NO SCHOOL 

1 16 17 18 19 20 21   13 14 15 16 17 18 19   10 11 12 13 14 15 16   May 

2 23 24 25 26 27 28   20 21 22 23 24 25 26   17 18 19 20 21 22 23   28th Memorial Day ï NO SCHOOL 

2 30             27 28 29 30 31       24 25 26 27 28 29 30   June 

                                                7th Last Day of School- early release 

                                             8th Last Day for Teachers 



STAR Academyõs Water and Air Rocket Launch 

Rockets are fueled 

by water and air 

pressure. 

Liftoff! 

Countdown; 

3, 2, 1... 

Teachers and Staff 

decorate stepping 

stones for the Art 

Show. 



Fun-Filled 

Field Day 


