
Dear readers, 

 As we approach the Thanksgiving holiday break, it is with a sense of pride to let 

you know that a lot has been accomplished with STAR students this year. The students and 

the staff have worked extremely hard and all deserve a vacation. When we return from 

vacation, please know that we will ramp it up again to finish the semester strong. So, 

please enjoy your time off with family and friends! 

  Our students will soon be completing their Winter Measure of Academic Progress 

(MAPS) assessment and we are eager to see their progress. These assessments are very 

important to show student academic growth and to determine what needs to be done to 

get students to grade level. Please remember that ALL academic data is used in 

determining whether or not struggling students will be promoted to the next grade. The 

STAR Academy Board of Directors has established a Retention and Promotion Policy and it 

will be enforced. So please encourage your student(s) to do their very best in school and 

on all of their assessments.  

  Technology is rolling with Smartboards and computer mini-labs in every 

classroom. Additionally, we are using space related curricula and Robotics Club at the 

Adams campus is going strong. Congratulations to our boysõ basketball teams for their 

recent wins. They play again on 11/15/11 and 11/17/11. Good luck! 

  Are you aware?... That there is a Girl Scout and Boy Scout troop at STAR?; there is 

a School Accountability Council?; there are volunteer opportunities in every classroom?; 

discipline referrals are lower than in the last three years? STAR is your school and a great 

place to get involved! 

 Service learning is a big component at STAR. In giving to a worthy cause, students 

learn to help out their fellow man. I am happy to announce that STAR set a goal of 6,000 

lbs. of food to be donated to Care & Share in the Harvest of Love Food drive! Thatõs over 3 

tons of food! Great job COMETS! 

  Please read on for information concerning PTO, school delays and closures, etc. 

As always, if you have any questions, please contact any of our staff in the front office. 

Weõd be happy to assist you!  

However you celebrate, HAPPY HOLIDAYS! See you in 2012! 
  

Joe Torrez 

Chief Administrative Officer 

STAR Academy  

STAR is going ògreeneró! A limited 

number of print copies will be in the 

office or by request for future 

newsletters. Please find our 

newsletters on -line at:  

www.staracademycolorado.org  
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Inside this issue:  

Harvest of Love for Care and Share 
 We are about 300 pounds short of our goal of 6,000 pounds. Bring 

in canned goods and non-perishable food items to help us reach our goal. 

Or better yet, bring in cash or coins! Remember $1 buys 10 pounds of 

food.  

 If we reach our goal of 6,000 pounds, there will be jeans days for 

staff and students November 21st and 22nd.  

 Help feed the needy, please. 



 

Curriculum  

Implementation  

Specialists  

Page 2 

Reaching for the Stars 

By:  Martha Kasper, CIS/Building Administrator at Adams Campus 

 

At the beginning of the school year STAR Academy at the 

Adams Campus implemented a new Positive Behavior 

Support System entitled òReaching for the STARS.ó   Under 

this program students earn STAR Cards for being Safe, 

Truthful, Accountable and Respectful, going  beyond the 

normal expectations of the classroom. 

10 STAR cards ð students will come to the office and their 

parents will be called with the good news.  They will also receive a pencil. 

20 STAR cards ð students will have another phone call home and receive an ice 

cream bar. 

30 STAR cards ð students will have their handprint placed on the bulletin board 

òReaching for the STARSó with their name underneath it. 

50 STAR cards ð students will have their picture taken and it will be placed on the 

bulletin board. 

75 STAR cards ð students will have lunch with Mrs. Kasper and/or Mr. Torrez and 

their name will be entered into a drawing for a special prize. 

At this time over half of the students have earned 10-20 STAR cards.  Nine 

students have their handprints on the wall (earning 30 STAR cards) and one 

student has earned 50 STAR cards and his picture is on the bulletin board. 

KEEP UP THE GREAT WORK! 

Chinese Mandarin Program 

By Ying Wang, Curriculum Implementation Specialist at Airport Campus 

We are currently holding Chinese Mandarin after school program at Star Academy! 
It is on every Wednesday from 3:30-4:15 in the Art room at our Airport Campus, 

and it is free of charge. 

This is an exciting opportunity for your children to learn the language of Mandarin 

Chinese and to explore dynamic Chinese culture! 

Why would you want your child to learn Chinese language and culture? 
Weõve noticed that as the second largest economy in the world, China has become 

one of the great powers globally. Giving your child the opportunity to learn to 

speak Mandarin Chinese and to explore dynamic Chinese culture will help your 

child be better prepared with the global world and be competitive in future career 

market.  

Why would your child want to learn Chinese language and culture?  
Mandarin Chinese is the fastest growing foreign language taught in U.S. schools. 

Children develop broadened world view in the study of a second language. 

Children also develop more confidence and most importantly, it is FUN to speak a 

foreign language and to get to know how people live, think and what people value 

in another country.    
Currently, we have 25 students in the class and we have a waiting list going for 

the program.  

For Questions: Please call 719-638-6554 and ask for Ying if you have any 

questions regarding the program. 
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PARAGON 

 
 

King Midas Play 

Mrs. Garnerõs 

First Grade 

Greek Paragon 

òWalk Like an  

Egyptianó 

(by The Bangles) 

Ms. Lovisoloõs  

Fifth Grade  

Paragon Class 

òKing Tutó 

(by Steve Martin) 

Mrs. Frinkõs  

Fifth Grade 

Paragon Class 
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Seventh & Eighth-grade students receive their 

mission briefing at Challenger Learning Center 

on October 26th, 2011.  

Jacob and Shanom do their 

part in Mars Mission 

Control.  Communication 

and teamwork are 

necessary for a successful 

and safe mission.  

Alexis monitors the space 

stationõs life support to 

keep the environment 

stable and the astronauts 

alive. 

On October 25th and 26th, the 6th, 7th, and 8th 

grades journeyed to the Challenger Learning 

Center in northern Colorado Springs.  There, 

they took part in space missions that included 

rendezvousing with a comet and a time-travel 

experience to a space station on Mars. 

 

The 6th grade students used science and 

math to safely discover and rendezvous with 

a previously undiscovered comet.  They 

named this comet òMurrayõs Cometsõ Comet 

2011-6.ó The 7th and 8th grade helped 

stranded explorers on Mars survive a dust 

storm and dealt with a number of 

emergencies with the spacecraft and flight. 

 

Teamwork, communication, reading, writing, 

science and math were needed for a 

successful and safe mission.  Challenger 

Learning Center makes learning fun and 

rewarding.  It gives students the opportunity 

to experience a real-world job in a safe 

environment. 
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Fourth Grade 

Field Trip to 

Rock Ledge 

Ranch  

 
 

Colorado History 

Exploring  

Rock Ledge Ranch 

Trails 

Demonstration of 

Pioneer Life on  

Rock Ledge Ranch 


