
Dear readers, 

As we approach the winter holiday break, it is with a sense of pride to let you know 

that a lot has been accomplished with STAR students this semester. Other  than adding 

a second campus, and enrolling over 400 students, STAR is improving daily. Students 

are growing in their academics and as citizens in this world. All stakeholders have had 

a large role in that. We are so proud that our school exceeded our goal of 3500 lbs. of 

donated over 4300 lbs. of food to Care & Share. 
  

Our students in grades 1-4 have just completed their Winter MAPS assessment and we 

are eager to see their progress. The preliminary results show that students are making 

gains-some are making dramatic gains! We also look forward to the results for grades 

5-7 who will take the MAPS assessment when we return from break. 
  

As a school with a technology focus, you will be happy to know (our students and 

staff are happy) that we have added an additional 27 station computer lab at the 

Adams campus, added 10 computers to the Airport campus library lab, and 8 new 

computers to the Title 1 classroom at the Adams campus. 
 

The art focus at the school can clearly be seen with all of the student art displays 

around school. Ms. Quarles, our Art teacher, and the staff have done great working 

with the students in Art. Our school choir, the STAR Singers, under the direction of 

Mr. Warner, has grown to over 30 students and is sounding great! Our middle school 

teachers, Mr. Mero and Mr. Murray have a great group of actors and magicians in the 

after school Performing arts Club. Our middle school students have been involved 

with space projects with the Space Foundation and Challenger Learning Center and 

there is more to come in the second semester. 
 

The students and the staff have worked extremely hard and all deserve a vacation. 

When we return from vacation, please know that we will ramp it up again to finish the 

year strong. So while everyone is on break, make it a to reflect on the many blessings 

we have and enjoy the time with friends and family.  
 

Please read on for information concerning PTO, school delays and closures, etc. As 

always, if you have any questions, please contact Ms. Blair, Mrs. Castro, Mrs. 

Pizzolatto, Mr. Borchers, or Mr. Torrez in the front office. We would be happy to 

assist you!  

  

However you celebrate, HAPPY HOLIDAYS! See you in 2011! 

 Joe Torrez 

Chief Administrative Officer 

STAR Academy  

STAR is going ògreeneró! A limited 

number of print copies will be in the 

office or by request. Please find our 

newsletters on -line at:  

www.staracademycolorado.org  

Special points of 

interest:  

¶ Parents Challenge    

Information  

¶ After School Activities  

¶ School Delays and  

Closures  

¶ Highlights from òA 

Taste of Paragonó 

STAR Academy  

December 2010  

Welcome New Staff  2  

Board of Directors 

Presidentõs Corner 

3  

Counselorõs Corner 4  

For Your Information  5  

Highlights from A 

Taste of Paragon 

Cultures  

6 - 8  

Calendar of Events  9  

After School Events  1 0  

Inside this issue:  



Welcome 

New Staff  

Page 2 

Carissa Cole, Spanish 

Hometown: Quito, 

Ecuador 

Undergraduate 

Degree in Elementary 

Education and 

Language Studies 

from John Brown 

University in Siloam 

Springs, Arkansas.   

Ms. Coleõs hobbies 

include hiking, biking, 

scrap-booking and 

camping. 

Favorite Quote: òA day without laughter is a day 

wasted.ó 

Michael 

Whitton, 

Fourth Grade 

Hometown: 

Evergreen, CO  

Bachelor in 

Elementary 

Education 

from 

University of 

Northern 

Colorado.  

He is married 

to Tami 

Whitton, third 

grade teacher at STAR Academy. He enjoys 

playing guitar, listening to music and 

reading. 

Favorite Quote: òSimplify, simplify, 

simplify!ó Henry David Thoreau 

Steven Blocher,  5th-

8th Grade Math 

Hometown: Union 

Town, PA 

BS in Computer 

Science from 

Appalachian State 

University.  

Mr. Blocherõs 

interests include 

hiking, skiing, 

cooking, 

programming and 

video games. 

Favorite Quote: òGenius without education 

is like silver in the mine.ó 

Tamera 

Whitton, 

Third Grade 

Hometown: 

Greeley, CO  

Bachelor in 

Elementary 

Education 

from 

University 

of Northern 

Colorado. 

She is married to Mike Whitton, fourth 

grade teacher at STAR Academy. She 

enjoys listening to music, reading and 

going on walks. 

 

Tiffany Hemingway, Title I 

Hometown: Colorado 

Springs, CO  

B.S. Early Childhood, CO 

Teaching certification, MA 

Teaching from Colorado 

Springs.  

Mrs. Hemingway and her 

husband Eric have 2 

daughters, Addison and 

Gatsby. They have a white 

lab and 2 cats. She enjoys 

jogging and hiking. 

Favorite Quote: òYou canõt 

always get what you want, 

but if you try sometimes, you just might find, you get 

what you need.ó Rolling Stones 
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Board of 

Directors 

Presidentõs 

Corner  

Hello parents, grandparents, guardians and 

staff,  

 

My first letter was intended as an 

introduction.  Now, I would like to take a 

few minutes and focus on what I believe is a 

key element to improving the overall 

performance of the Space, Technology and 

Arts Academy.  Research suggests the parent 

or concerned caregivers are essential to the 

child's academic success.  In that regard, I 

would like to propose the following: 

 1. Increase the percentage of parents 

participating in Parent Teacher Conferences 

as well as volunteering in classrooms, PTO 

participation, and general involvement in 

school functions. If a parent or caregiver 

cannot come to STAR to meet with teachers, 

home visits may be an option. 

 2. Increase academic demands from 

parents.  Parents must engage more and 

demand more from their student.  Again, 

research suggests that parents who demand 

"A" grades from their students typically get 

the "A".  Children tend to live up to the 

parental and teacher expectations; do not 

settle for "B" or lesser grades. We can help 

with this! We offer and expect parents to 

have their struggling students in tutoring. 

 3. As some of you may already 

know, many states use below 3rd grade 

reading level scores as a 10 year planning 

indicator for prison beds.  I find that fact 

truly sad.  I hope you do as well.  As an 

educational institution we do not want any of 

our STAR academy students to become part 

of that forecast for Colorado.  I am therefore 

asking your assistance in placing a higher 

demand on your student(s).  We want to help 

your student.  Many of us grew up in a home 

where a "B" or "C" grade was acceptable.  At 

the high school and college level the 

competition is keen.  We must train your 

child to be prepared to work hard, if he or 

she is to graduate from high school and go on 

into the adult world.   If you want your child 

to be an "A" student, then demand it.  

Another concern by staff is many students do 

not complete their home work assignments 

and the parents have no knowledge of this 

academic short fall.  Home work is meant to 

reinforce class room learning.  Students do 

not like it, and in some cases teachers do not 

like it because it is more work for them.  As 

concerned parents/caregivers you must get 

involved.  All of our teachers are open to 

telephone calls and emails as needed. 

Again, thank you for allowing us to be part 

of your child's successful future. 

With the holidays rapidly approaching, I 

would like to wish everyone a Merry 

Christmas and a safe and Happy New Year. 

 

Willie Breazell, Sr. 

President of the Board of Directors 

 

At STAR Academy, we want to ensure the safety and welfare of our students, fami-

lies, and staff. The determination on whether to delay or close school will be made 

after gathering as much data as possible.  

Please remember that the YMCA program at STAR will close and/or delay as well.  

 

In the Event that STAR Academy will be closed or delayed due to bad weather, it will 

be posted as STAR Academy on the fol-

lowing channels and their websites: 

STAR Academy staracademycolorado.org 

Channel 11-      bŜǿǎϪƪƪǘǾΦŎƻƳ 

Fox 21-             ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎƴŜǿǎϪY·waΦŎƻƳ 

                                    www.FlashAlert.net 

 

Channel 5/30 -  ǿǿǿΦƴŜǿǎŬǊǎǘрΦŎƻƳ 

We will also e-mail òblastó parents that 

have provided us with an e-mail address. 

 

          A yellow flag will be displayed 

outside of school when there is       

 a 2 hr. delay 

 

             

    A red flag will be displayed when 

school is closed. 

School      

Delays and 

Closures  

mailto:News@kktv.com
mailto:morningnews@KXRM.com
http://www.flashalert.net/
http://www.newsfirst5.com/


Students Should Read For 30 - 60 Minutes Per Day 

(Reading Is A Great Way For Students To Spend Free Time On Winter Break) 

Reading lets students create their own adventures. Reading is a great way for students to 

spend free time on winter break. Here is a short list of some great books. 

Books for Children Ages 4-8  
The Polar Express by Chris Van Allsburg, Green Eggs and Ham by Dr. Seuss   

The Cat in the Hat by Dr. Seuss, Where the Wild Things Are by Maurice Sendak   

Love You Forever by Robert N. Munsch, The Mitten by Jan Brett   

Stellaluna by Janell Cannon, Oh, The Places You'll Go by Dr. Seuss  

Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad Day by Judith Viorst                                                                         

Strega Nona by Tomie De Paola, The Velveteen Rabbit by Margery Williams  

How the Grinch Stole Christmas by Dr. Seuss, True Story of the Three Little Pigs by Jon Scieszka  

Chicka Chicka Boom Boom by John Archambault, The Tales of Winnie the Pooh by A. A. Milne   

If You Give a Mouse a Cookie by Laura Joffe Numeroff, The Lorax by Dr. Seuss   

Amazing Grace by Mary Hoffman, Jumanji by Chris Van Allsburg  

Math Curse by Jon Scieszka, Are You My Mother? by Philip D. Eastman 

The Napping House by Audrey Wood, Sylvester and the Magic Pebble by William Steig  

The Tale of Peter Rabbit by Beatrix Potter, Horton Hatches the Egg by Dr. Seuss   

Basil of Baker Street by Eve Titus, The Little Engine That Could by Watty Piper  

Curious George by Hans Augusto Rey, Wilfrid Gordon McDonald Partridge by Mem Fox   

Arthur series by Marc Tolon Brown, Lilly's Purple Plastic Purse by Kevin Henkes 

The Little House by Virginia Lee Burton, Amelia Bedelia by Peggy Parish 

The Art Lesson by Tomie De Paola, Caps for Sale by Esphyr Slobodkina   

Clifford, the Big Red Dog by Norman Bridwell, The Paper Bag Princess by Robert N. Munsch  

Books for Children Ages 9-13 
Charlotte's Web by E. B. White, Hatchet by Gary Paulsen  

The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe by C. S. Lewis, Bridge to Terabithia by Katherine Paterson   

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory by Roald Dahl, A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L'Engle   

Shiloh by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor, Little House on the Prarie by Laura Ingalls Wilder   

The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett, The Boxcar Children by Gertrude Chandler Warner   

Sarah, Plain and Tall by Patricia MacLachlan, The Indian in the Cupboard by Lynne Reid Banks   

Island of the Blue Dolphins by Scott O'Dell, Maniac Magee by Jerry Spinelli  

The BFG by Roald Dahl, The Giver by Lois Lowry  

James and the Giant Peach: A Children's Story by Roald Dahl  

Little House in the Big Woods by Laura Ingalls Wilder,  Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry by M. D. Taylor  

Stone Fox by John Reynolds Gardiner, Number the Stars by Lois Lowry   

Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of Nimh by Robert C. O'Brien, Best Christmas Pageant Ever by Barb Robinson  

Matilda by Roald Dahl, Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing by Judy Blume   

Ramona Quimby, Age 8 by Beverly Cleary, The Trumpet of the Swan by E. B. White  

The Chronicles of Narnia by C. S. Lewis, The Phantom Tollbooth by Norton Juster  

Tuck Everlasting by Natalie Babbitt, Anne of Green Gables by Lucy Maud Montgomery   

The Great Gilly Hopkins by Katherine Paterson, Little House books by Laura Ingalls Wilder  

Sideways Stories from Wayside School by Louis Sachar   

Harriet the Spy by Louise Fitzhugh, A Light in the Attic by Shel Silverstein   

Mr. Popper's Penguins by Richard Atwater, My Father's Dragon by Ruth Stiles Gannett   

Stuart Little by E. B. White, Walk Two Moons by Sharon Creech  

The Witch of Blackbird Pond by Beth Speare, The Watsons Go to Birmingham-1963 by Chris Curtis   

Books for Young Adults 
Where the Red Fern Grows by Wilson Rawls, The Hobbit by J. R. R. Tolkien   

Summer of the Monkeys by Wilson Rawls, The Cay by Theodore Taylor  

The Sign of the Beaver by Elizabeth George Speare 

A couple of websites are listed below that have teacher-editors selected titles that have shown continuing 

appeal, whether for school or recreation. You can check out these websites, others, and the library for a list 

of grade level appropriate reading material. 

http://www.teachersfirst.com/read-sel.cfm  

http://childrensbooks.about.com/od/forparents/tp/summer_reading.htm 

 

Counseling 

Corner ñ

Matt 

Borchers  
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http://www.teachersfirst.com/tchr-keyword.cfm?keyword=paulsen&lower=1&upper=12&Submit4=Search%2Bby%2Bkeyword
http://www.teachersfirst.com/tchr-keyword.cfm?keyword=paterson&lower=1&upper=12&Submit4=Search%2Bby%2Bkeyword
http://www.teachersfirst.com/tchr-keyword.cfm?keyword=wilder&lower=1&upper=12&Submit4=Search%2Bby%2Bkeyword
http://www.teachersfirst.com/tchr-keyword.cfm?keyword=lowry&lower=1&upper=12&Submit4=Search%2Bby%2Bkeyword
http://www.teachersfirst.com/tchr-keyword.cfm?keyword=wilder&lower=1&upper=12&Submit4=Search%2Bby%2Bkeyword
http://www.teachersfirst.com/tchr-keyword.cfm?keyword=wilder&lower=1&upper=12&Submit4=Search%2Bby%2Bkeyword
http://www.teachersfirst.com/read-sel.cfm
http://childrensbooks.about.com/od/forparents/tp/summer_reading.htm


The School Accountability Council will meet on 

the third Wednesday of the month at 5:15 pm. 

The Council consists of staff members and par-

ents who will make recommendations to the 

Board of Directors and provide oversight on 

school accountability. The Council also needs a 

member of the community who is not connect-

ed to the school to serve as an impartial partici-

pant. Who do you know who could serve 

in this role? 

Parent Teacher Organization  

School Accountability Council  

Without YOU, there canôt be a successful 
PTO! 
 
If you are interested in joining the PTO at 
Star Academy, the next meeting will be on 
Thursday, December 16 at 5:30 pm in the 
Library on the Star Academy Airport  
campus. 

President: Tomeka Williams-James 

Tomeka.n.williamsjames@gmail.com 

 

Vice:President: Christine Simmons 

Christine.simmons@usfencing.org 

 

Treasurer/Secretary: Colleen LaComb 

Coll.1103@gmail.com 

For Your 

Information  
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Main Campus (K-3) 
7:15 am 

7:30 am 

7:45 am 

3:15 pm 

 
Open for Breakfastééééé.. 

Classrooms Openéééééé. 

Class Beginséééééééé... 

Dismissaléééééééééé.. 

Adams Campus (4-8) 
7:30 am 

7:45 am 

8:00 am 

3:30 pm 

Daily Schedule  

At Parents Challenge we want to give parents the 
power to change the course of their familyôs history. 
We help break the cycle of poverty by giving stu-
dents the extra help they need for success while 
training parents to engage as change agents for 
their children. We believe through structured men-
toring and guidance of parents and students, and 
the help of resources directed at the problem, we 
can reach new levels of success with our students 
and their families. 
 
Parents Challenge accomplishes this mission 
through providing scholarships ,grants and educa-
tional tools and resources  to families who qualify 
by income. 
 
The resources we provide can help in the areas of: 

A Computer in the home   

Uniform reimbursement and purchase 
Transportation  assistance 
Curricula purchase 
Computer programs 
Extracurricular Activities 
Advocacy éééé.just to name a few. 

 
Parents please call 719-473-5430 and see if we 
can help. Every child deserves a chance to reach 
their highest potential. Remember they are our 
future!!! 
 
Sincerely, 
Mrs.  Lisa 
 
Lisa Villanueva 
Executive Director / CEO 
www.parentschallenge.org 

Parents Challenge Information  

http://www.parentschallenge.org/


òA Taste of Paragon Culturesó 
December 1, 2010 

aǊΦ ¢ƻǊǊŜȊ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ 
ǎŀƳǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ 
ōǊŜŀŘ ŦǊƻƳ tŀƴŜǊŀ 
.ǊŜŀŘǎΦ 

tŀǎǎǇƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ  
ά! ¢ŀǎǘŜ ƻŦ tŀǊŀƎƻƴ /ǳƭǘǳǊŜǎΦέ 

tŀǊŜƴǘǎΣ 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΣ  
ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀũ 
ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ 
ŦƻƻŘǎ ǎŜǊǾŜŘΦ 



òA Taste of Paragon Culturesó 
December 1, 2010 

/ƛ/ƛΩǎ tƛȊȊŀ ǿŀǎ ŀ ōƛƎ ƘƛǘΗ 

wŀƧ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ŘŜƭƛŎƛƻǳǎ LƴŘƛŀƴ ŦƻƻŘ 
ŦǊƻƳ [ƛǧƭŜ bŜǇŀƭΦ 

CŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ 
ǘŀǎǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŦƻƻŘǎ 
ƻũŜǊŜŘΦ 

IǳƴŘǊŜŘǎ ƻŦ 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ 
ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŎŀƳŜ 
ŦƻǊ ά! ¢ŀǎǘŜ ƻŦ 
tŀǊŀƎƻƴ 
/ǳƭǘǳǊŜǎΦέ 


